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Going Green 

Commissioning of Solar Power System at Mumbai Cheshire Home 

Over the past one and a half year, Mumbai Cheshire Home’s in its efforts to go green several has 

undertaken several initiatives like the in-house generation of organic manure through waste 

recycling, organic vegetable garden and promoting plastic-free environment by handcrafting 

cloth/fabric bags for individuals and housing societies in Andheri and its peripheries in Mumbai 

where Cheshire Home is located. Our initiatives leading up to the World Environment Day i.e. 

5th June 2018 culminated with another milestone when 

the installation of a 30 KW On-Grid Rooftop Solar 

Power System was completed. 

The Solar Power System under the project titled 

Levergaing Green, Sustainable and Affordable Energy 

Resource has been funded by the Australian Consulate 

General, Mumbai under Australian Aid’s Direct Aid 

Programme (DAP) for the year 2017-18. 

In addition to the installation of requisite equipment and accessories under funding from the 

Australian Aid, Cheshire Home through its own resources went further ahead to undertake laying 

of cables, poles for installation of 46 LED Lamps for an enhanced illumination of the entire 

premises for the safety and security of its beneficiaries.  

Awareness Generation:Awareness Generation about the project and use of sustainable energy 

resource is an integral component of this project. As planned Cheshire Home staff along with 

resource persons, created an awareness session for 150 mainstream school children and another 

session is scheduled to be held. 

The project received a wide coverage in the print media; 16 national and regional newspapers 

like the Times of India, The Indian Express, Mid-Day, Free Press Journal, Dainik Jagran, 

Sandesh etc. in languages such as English, Hindi, Marathi and Gujrati. Leading Hindi News 

Channel - Aaj Tak and as many as 28 other online news channels covered the event. 

Moreover, the impact of awareness created about the project and the cascading effect of our 

having implemented the project has been immense. One Non-Pofit organisation, a leading South 

Mumbai School and another Non-Profit organisation having its Child Care Centre building at 

Navi Mumbai engaged in adoption and education sponsorship of children from the marginalised 

section of the Society known to the office bearers too have installed solar power system while 

some more organisations are considering to install solar power systems. 

The Solar Power System was inaugurated on 30th June 2018 at the hands of Mr. Tony Huber, 

Australian Consul General, Mumbai accompanied Ms. Kate Huber, wife of Mr. Tony Huber, Mr. 
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Tim Hall, Vice Consul and Ms. Aliya Elariss, Public Diplomacy Officer, Australian Consulate 

Genereal, Mumbai. Also present on the occasion were guests and well wishers of Cheshire Home 

and the Trustees of Cheshire Home.  

The Chief Guest and accompanying guests were received 

by Mr. P.M. John, Chairman, Cheshire Homes India, 

Mumbai and the Trustees. The guests were then ushered to 

the enclosure with seating area, where the invited guests, 

well wishers, parents of beneficiaries, beneficiaries and the 

media representatives were present. 

The inaugural event began with Mr. P.M. John, Chairman, 

Cheshire Homes India, Mumbai, welcoming the Australian 

Guests and all others present. Mr. P.M. John presented a 

brief on the development of the solar power project. He 

said “with the variety of services and programmes being carried out in the 1.5 acre premises, 

Cheshire Home had been incurring substantial expenses towards the electricity charges. The 

installation of Solar Power System through the support of Australian Consulate, we have now an 

alternate source of energy, which would not only reduce Cheshire Home’s energy cost burden 

but also enable us to reduce the 

carbon footprint, thereby 

contribute towards environment 

conservation.” 

Mr. John expressed gratitude to the 

Australian Consulate Generalfor 

having supported Cheshire Home 

for this project and acknowledged 

and thanked those associated with 

the solar power project. He then 

invited the Chief Guest Mr. Tony 

Huber, Australian Consul General, 

Mumbai to address the gathering.  

Mr. Huber mentioned that he was delighted to be part of Cheshire Home’s endeavour in use of 

clean energy which will help to preserve the environment and it will help community.  

 

He went on to say that he was very happy to know that Australia’s Direct Aid Programme’s 

impact through the grant of Rs.20,00,000/- for this project, in addition to the Rs. 9,94,000/- given 

for the Sensory Garden in  the last year, comes through the Australian Prime Minister’s 2015 

disability strategy “Development for All”, that recognizes that disability inclusive development 
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is a priority for the Australian government and 

seeks to improve the quality of life for people 

with special needs across the world as result 

Australian missions in India have pursued the 

development of disability inclusive development 

programmes since 2017.”   

He went on to add that the Australian Govt. 

through its 3 missions in India have provided 

substantial sum of grants towards disability 

inclusive development. This is a new area of 

bilateral collaboration between Australia and 

India, and that he looked forward to continue to 

work with Cheshire Home and assist with 

inclusive disability development in Mumbai. 

He concluded by congratulating the Trustees  and 

others at Cheshire Home involved in taking the 

initiative of installing  the Solar Power System.  

 

This was followed by a cultural performance by the children with disabilities of Cheshire 

Home’s Preparatory education Programme, who were then joined by the the Chief Guest and the 

other guests from Australian Consulate General, as the children danced there way through the a 

popular Bollywood music.  

Post the cultual performance by Children the Chief Guest 

Inaugurated the Solar Power System by Breaking of Coconut, 

an Indian tradition marking an auspicious beginning, He then 

cut the ribbon to the meter room and “Switched On’ the Solar 

Power System. 

Following the Chief Guest also formally switched on the 

newly installed LED Lamps at the premises as well. (Right in Pic) 


