
            Cheshire Homes India-Mumbai  

                                 Young Voices Programme- Mumbai 

Signature Campaign 

On 9th December 2018, the Young Voices Programme –Mumbai under the 

aegis of the National Council carried out “Signature Campaign” which coincided with the 

disability fortnight observance at 

Mumbai Cheshire Home. 

The aim of the signature campaign 

was  to create awareness on the 

rights of persons with disabilities, 

accessibility of railway premises and 

garner support from community 

members at large for the cause of 

livelihood of persons with disabilities. This was in the light of a recent order from the Indian 

Railways which now disallows licensed as well as non-licensed hawkers on the railway premises 

especially on the railway bridges. This order was passed in view of spate of accidents involving 

collapse of a railway foot over bridge at Andheri Railway station and a stampede due to 

overcrowding at Elphinstone Road Railway station.   

 

As a result of a blanket ban on hawking a large number of persons with disabilities who had been 

into self-employment for several years by way of hawking/selling petty wares on the railway 

bridges, platforms and running trains have been rendered un-employed. A large number of 

PWDs which includes visually impaired persons who had no formal education and employment 

opportunities in the organised sector were engaged in self employment as the last resort now had 

no income and were in dire financial circumstances. 

 

The Young Voices members organised a signature campaign to appeal to railway authorities to 

allow PWDs as a special case for hawking, so that they can earn their livelihood instead of 

begging or provide an alternate solution.  



 

A large signboard was placed outside the Andheri Railway Station East, wherein the YV 

members were present and briefing the members of community on their challenges and 

requesting their support by signing on the large board placed. 

The campaign garnered nearly 500 signatures from people from various walks of life, students, 

private company employees, housewives, businessmen etc. who showed their solidarity with the 

YV members. 

 

The event was 

covered in the local 

media channel 

“India 24 Taas” Mr. 

Akash Nimbalkar 

the coordinator of 

YV, other members 

and the campaign 

supporters were 

interviewed and 

their views were aired on the onlinenews channel. 

 

 


